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Debbie Morales-Garcia
debbie.stlambert@aol.com
Mr. George Mohrlein

Religious Education :
Gina Roxas
youthchurchred@gmail.com
To Register as a Parishioner:
Go to stlambert.org under “About
Us” or by phone.
Weddings:
Arrangements must be made 6
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Baptisms:
Third Sundays of the month at 1:30
pm. Baptismal Prep Class is the first
Tuesday of each month at 7pm in
room 103. For guidelines and to
register email Debbie.
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Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you.
— 1 Corinthians 6:19a

Masses for the Week
Saturday, January 13
5:00 † Patrick Gaynor
Sunday, January 14
8:00

† Susanne Roessler

10:00 † Eva & John Krump
12:00 People of St Lambert
Monday, January 15
7:15 † Bridget Fernando
Tuesday, January 16
7:15 † Dieter Laskowski
Wednesday, January 17
7:15 † Christel Jennert
Thursday, January 18
7:15 † Agnes Robst
Friday, January 19
7:15 † Bridget Fernando
Saturday, January 20
8:00

† Dscd Members of Styczynski/Dionne
Families & Michael J. Polakowski

5:00 † Jerome Cascino
Sunday, January 21
8:00

People of St Lambert

Next week, we will take up the Collection for the
Church in Latin America. For many in Latin America
and Caribbean, rural terrain and a lack of ministers
are obstacles to practicing their faith. Your support to
the collection provides lay leadership training,
catechesis, priestly and religious formation, as well as
other programs to help share our faith with those who
long to hear the Good News of Christ. To learn more,
please visit www.usccb.org/latin-america.
The Coffee Hour will be hosted next week by
the Sri Lankan community and the contact
person is Rochelle Xavier. You can
reach her at 847-329-7988.
Your participation and donations
are always appreciated!!

10:00 † Agnes Robst

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

12:00 † Feliciano Gamido

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mk 2:18-22
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28; Mk
2:23-28
Wed.:
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;
Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13;
Mk 3:7-12
Friday:
1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Ps 80:2-3, 5-7;
Mk 3:20-21
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Cor 7:29-31;
Mk 1:14-20

Sunday Offertory Collection
December 30 & 31 , 2017
Envelopes:
$5,463.00
Loose:
2,346.00
Total:
$7,809.00
Christmas: $984.00
Thank you for your continued support!
For Online Giving go to: www.givecentral.org
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Friends,
Happy New Year! Things change. The Church and
the world are facing new realities. Catholicism is
not hereditary. God has no grandchildren, only
sons and daughters. The Catholic Church will
continue to exist only where its members and
leaders understand that personal conversion to
Christ is necessary for church membership. In
other word s, I am not a Catholic because my
parents were Catholic. I am Catholic because I
choose to be Catholic and hold Catholicism to be
true and beautiful. Our current way of doing
business, and I do mean business, is
counterproductive to the mission of the Church.
For instance, it is absurd to want a Catholic
wedding when I have not been to church since I
was a child. It is absurd to want to receive Holy
Communion unless I believe that it is the Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ and intend
to live the Catholic Life.
We don’t worry much about this now, but in times
past people wondered what happened to a nonbaptized soul after death. The theory was that if
they had lead good lives, they would live in eternal
happiness in the limbo of the just. Only the
baptized who had died in the state of grace would
see God in heaven. If however, a baptized soul did
not fulfill the obligations of the Christian, that soul
would be cast out into the outer darkness.
Pope Benedict reminded us that this is just a
theory and that God in His justice and mercy will
work things out. The catechism says that we are
bound by the sacraments. God is not. However, I
bring up this old theory because when a person is
baptized, it is still true that he takes on the solemn
obligation to attend Mass weekly and on holy days

2nd Sunday Ordinary Time

of obligation. He takes on the obligation of
charity, of regular confession and communion and
a whole host of other obligations. It is mystifying
to me why someone would want to have their
children baptized when they are not living the
Catholic life and have no intention of teaching
their children to fulfil their obligations as Catholics.
Why would I want to hold someone to a solemn
oath that they have no intention of fulfilling
themselves? I suspect that by baptizing a child,
who will never practice the faith, you hurt them
more then you help. You start their lives oﬀ with a
lie. Baptism and all the other sacraments are the
most solemn oaths; they are not good luck charms
or photo events. I will no longer participate in a
dishonest exercise of sacraments. If I don’t think
that a person has made a decision for Christ and
the Church as is evidenced by participation in the
life of the Church, I will not join in their act of
perjury.
I am bound as a pastor to serve my parishioners. If
someone who is legitimately my parishioner thinks
that they are in good conscience I am bound to
share the sacraments with them. This being so, it
is very important to define a parishioner. A
parishioner of St. Lambert’s is a baptized Catholic
living in the square formed by Greenleaf on the
north, Kenton on the west, Jarvis on the south
and McCormick on the East.
That definition also extends to people who attend
St. Lambert’s regularly, are registered in the parish
and use the Sunday envelopes. Why the Sunday
envelopes? They are the only objective evidence I
have that one is regularly attending. I have often
said that it does not matter how much if anything
you put in the envelope. I don’t count the money. I
have no idea who gives what. I never ask and
don’t want to know. It is an oﬀering to the Lord.
Not to me.
It is common to have people register and then to
request a sacrament next week, never to be seen
again. This is just plain dishonest. It is fine for a
person to register and begin regular participation
and then after a reasonable period to request the
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services of the parish, but to register one week to
have a baptism and then forget about the parish is
dishonest.
There is a third category that I would define as
parishioners, that is someone with whom I have a
pastoral relationship. Remember that for me to
participate in sacraments, I must have a canonical
obligation to do so, or a real belief that the person
requesting the sacrament is involved in real
conversion to the Lord and the faith. Please don’t
count on this third category. I see about two
thousand people on a weekly basis. If you say,
“Father, what do you mean you won’t give me a
letter of recommendation to be a godparent to my
niece? I come to church every week!” Perhaps you
do but go out the side door and I have never seen
you or talked with you but once or twice. I stand in
the vestibule after almost every mass. USE THE
ENVELOPES! Again, I am not out for your money.
I want your soul!
If a person has grown up in this parish and has
parents or significant family still participating in
the parish, an exception can be made by providing
a letter of good standing from the church where
they currently participate. Sacraments should be
received in the church community where people
are currently active. The same is true of funerals.
The church is not a building or a reminiscence. It is
a living relationship.
This all may seem harsh, but if we don’t get used
to the Church as an intentional society it will die. I
have no desire to participate in the destruction of
the Church to which I have dedicated my life by
reducing her to a fond memory, a good luck charm
or a photo event.

Fr. Simon
"The National Catholic Bioethics Center is enrolling students for its mid-academic year on-line Certification

Program in Health Care Ethics. Registration ends Feb 9 2018. Health care professionals (including students),
chaplains, educators, clergy and anyone interested in the Catholic moral tradition in health care are
encouraged to register. Graduate credits available. Please see NCBCenter.org for details."
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JOIN US IN
CELEBRATING THE FEAST DAY OF STO NIÑO

ON JANUARY 20, 2018
5:00 P.M. MASS
AT

SAINT LAMBERT CHURCH

In preparation, a daily novena will begin Thursday, January 11th and will end
Friday, January 19th. The novenas are at 6:45 p.m.
(except Wednesday, January 17th at 5:45 p.m.)
at Saint Lambert Church, 8148 Karlov Avenue,
Skokie, Illinois. (847) 673-5090

A reception will follow the 5:00 p.m. Mass on January 20th
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Solemnity of Mary Collection
January 1, 2018
Envelopes:
$894.00
Loose:
548.00
Total:
$1,442.00
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Weekdays
@ 1 pm
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