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“Caring by Preparing”

Come join us for a presentation that can help
change the way you view and plan
for the future.

We’ll address such important questions as:

Which is a better option for me —
a will or a living trust?

What are the various funeral options?
What about cemetery considerations?
Preplanning?

What family issues should I be aware of when
considering my estate planning?

Featured Speakers:
Mr. Richard Kehoe, Family Service Counselor,
Haben Funeral Home
Mr. Richard Witry, Attorney, Life-long
Skokie resident

Roberts Hall

St. Lambert Parish
Thursday, Nov. 3

2:00pm & 7:00pm Sessions

Even though this seminar is free, please help us
plan for space by calling Richard @
847.673.6111.

Take-home materials and light refreshments
will be available.

Sponsored by Haben Funeral Home
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Our parish will hold the collection for the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development (CCHD) soon. The programs funded
by CCHD can help change the lives of the 46.2 million people
living in poverty here in the United States. Your donation will
empower local communities and strengthen families that are
on the margins. People with disabilities will find affordable and
supportive housing, men and women reentering society after
incarceration will have the opportunity to learn new skills, and
community agriculture projects will receive grants to become
sustainable. Please help us continue this good work by
supporting the collection for CCHD.

Second Collection on November 20th.

St. Lambert Parish

WORKING ON THEMARGINS

Divine Mercy

In 1931, Sr. Faustina
Kowalska began
receiving messages from
Jesus Christ, instructing
her to have a vision
painted, the Divine
Mercy Image. Jesus
promised that the image
would be venerated
throughout the world.

In 1935, Jesus again
appeared to Sr. Faustina and taught her a new
prayer, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. This devotion
has spread throughout the world, reminding
Christians of the great mercy of our God.

Join Bill Richart, nationally-known Catholic Lay
Evangelist, as we look at St. Faustina’s life. Through
rare pictures, we will explore how, when, and why
God spoke to this humble Polish nun, reminding the
world of His awesome mercy! The evening will
conclude with the praying of Bill’s original Divine
Mercy Chaplet.

November 9, 2016 ~7:00 pm
Our Lady of Ransom Church 8300 N Greenwood St

Niles, IL 60714

For more Information:
Donna Albert (815)479-9265
There 1s no charge. A free will offering will be taken.

31st Sunday Ordinary Time

REGINA DOMINICAN INVITES FAMILIES TO TOUR THE
SCHOOL

Regina Dominican will host its annual Open House on
Wednesday, November 9th from 6:00 —8:00 p.m.

Sixth, seventh, and eighth-grade girls and their families are
invited to take a personalized tour of Regina Dominican’s
campus and meet the faculty, staff, coaches, students, and
current parents.

Regina Dominican is located at 701 Locust Road, Wilmette,
Illinois 60091. For more information about Regina
Dominican and the admissions process, contact Pattie
Fuentes, Director of Admissions, at 847.256.7660 ext. 223.
Visit http://rdhs.org/admissions/open-house-dates-and-
personal-tours/ for more information.

Notre Dame College Prep, a college
preparatory high school for young men in
Niles, lllinois will hold its Burke Scholars

' M Information Night on Tuesday, November
3rd at 7 pm. The Burke Scholars Program
is designed to provide an inclusive
Catholic high school education for young
men with moderate cognitive disabilities. These students
receive both special education instruction and partake in
inclusive classes with their peers. This evening is open to
parents, counselors, teachers and principals. It is designed
to provide information and insight into the program. The
evening will include: student and parent speakers; a
program review; admission process; video presentation;
and a question and answer session. Notre Dame College
Prep is located at 7655 West Dempster St in Niles.

Please RSVP by November 1, 2016. For more information,
please call Leandra Juarez at 847.779.8612 or email her at
ljuarez@nddons.org. Visit www.nddons.org/
burkescholarprogram for more details too

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS of HANDMADE
GOODS!
You are invited to register
for a table to sell your creations
at our Craft Fair to be held on
Saturday, December 3¢ and Sunday,
December 4th
Applications for CRAFTERS OF HOMEMADE
GOODS available at http://nickchurch.org/
holiday/
OR
by requesting an application by
contacting bloughb48@yahoo.com
OR
texting to (773)761-1845
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The Reverend Know-it-all
“"What I don’t know...
I can always make up!”

There are 69,470,686 registered
Catholics in the United States
(22% of the US population) as of
2015, according to the American
bishops’ count in their Official
Catholic Directory 2014.
According to a Pew Forum report
counted only 50.9 million adult
Catholics as of 2014, forming
about 20.8% of the U.S.
population. This is down from
54.3 million and 23.9% in 2007 (Note, this survey
did not include children under 18). How does one
account for the discrepancies between the pew
survey and the bishops’ tally? Certainly the bishops
counted children under 18 in their statistics, which
comes from a census done in most parishes every
October, the so called October count. | have never
known a priest to undercount the house. When
considering the closing of churches, most of us
assume that to lose population in a parish is to be
at risk. The survey also found that the Catholic
population is aging. There is a higher percentage
of the elderly than the young. In addition, young
people who are raised Catholic are much more
prone to leave the Church than are the elderly,
Hispanics are particularly prone to leaving the
Church when they migrate to this country,
abandoning it not for atheism, but for Evangelical
and Pentecostal forms of Christianity. In 2007, 58%
of Hispanics in the United States identified as
Catholic.

In 2015, less than half of Hispanics (48%) in the US
identify as Catholic. These numbers are pretty
grim. My own take is far grimmer than that of the
Pew survey. People who self-identify as Catholics
divorce and re-marry at the same rate as non-
Catholics. They abort the child in the womb at the
same rate as non-Catholics. They practice artificial
birth control at the same rate as non-Catholics.
They live in concubinage (that’s a ten dollar word
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for shacking up together) at the same rate as non-
Catholics. And a lot of them go to Mass and Holy
Communion at the same rate as non-Catholics,
which is not at all. About 1/4 of Catholics go to
Mass on a regular basis, and as far as | am
concerned if you don’t go to Mass you are not a
Catholic. You may have a heartbeat and a
baptismal certificate but you are not a Catholic. |
admit that my refusing to acknowledge the
Catholicism of people who don’t participate in the
faith flies in the face of the “once Catholic, always
Catholic” standard so cherished by Catholic
statisticians, but | would maintain that this very
attitude is part of the problem. We refuse to let
them go, and when people say | know some pretty
bad Catholics, we just shrug our shoulders. It’s
like counting a dead carp floating down the river
as a fish. It has ceased to be fish. It has become a
stench. Here’s a real stinker:

There is an organization called “Catholics in
Alliance for the Common Good” which claims to
be a non-partisan, Roman Catholic, non-profit 501
(c) (3) organization in the United States. Its aim is
to promote “the fullness of the Catholic social
tradition in the public square”. The organization
was founded in 2005 by Tom Perriello, but just
recently uncovered E-mails linked to a politician
named John Podesta to the organization as one of
its founders. Podesta, in a private email claimed to
have founded Catholics in Alliance for the
Common Good in order to organize Catholic
opposition to Church teaching, particularly about
gender issues and abortion. Apparently these
faithful Catholics think that the Church oppresses
women. One of these liberators of women from
the shackles of Catholic medievalism is one Eric
McFadden. Allow me to quote the Catholic news
agency:

Dublin, Ohio, Jan 14, 2009 / 09:22 pm (CNA).-

The former director of the Office of Faith-Based

Initiatives for the governor of Ohio was arrested

Wednesday for his involvement in an online

prostitution ring. Eric McFadden, who has also

formerly served as the president of the organization
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Catholics for Faithful Citizenship and spokesperson
for Catholics in Alliance for the Common Good, will
face seven prostitution-related charges tomorrow in
court. Eric McFadden, 46, the former head of the
Office of Faith-Based Initiatives for Governor of
Ohio, Ted Strickland, was arrested this morning and
faces two counts of promoting prostitution, two
counts of pandering obscenity involving a minor,
two counts of pandering obscenity involving a nude
minor and one count of compelling prostitution,

| would simply venture that, Mr. McFadden may
not be the one to reform the way the Catholic
Church treats women. | would also venture that
perhaps he is not really a Catholic, except that he
perhaps had some Catholic ancestors who are
currently rolling in their graves. Let me retool the
statistics with my own narrow minded and
judgmental methodology. If Pew is right and
there are 50 million Catholics in the country, and if
I am right that only the % of Catholics merit the
name by actually participating in church, then
there are only 12 or 13 million Catholics in the
country. That’s 4% of the country. That means
there is no Catholic vote.

| am trying to point out by means of all these
statistics and stories is not that we are about to
undergo sweeping changes. The sweeping
changes have already happened. We just haven’t
acknowledged them. We continue to believe that
we are an important element in society. To the
vast bulk of the American population we are at
best an irrelevance. More often than not we are a
frightening throwback to the days of the rack and
the thumb screw. Just this past Sunday, dressed
in Roman collar and black suit | was on my way to
some reception or other in a shopping mall
restaurant and people just gaped as if Darth Vader
was walking by, save for one fellow who looked at
me and grimaced as if he had just eaten something
past its expiration date. So what to do? Sell the
real estate? (which | suspect is quietly happening
everywhere in the country.) | am so tired of
thinking that if we demanded less, they would all
just come home. | was told 50 years ago that those
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who left would all come home when they settled
down. Now we are waiting for their grandchildren
to come back to the faith. It just ain’t gonna
happen. Demanding less and less hasn’t worked.
Perhaps we should try demanding more, like
demanding that the person who claims to be
Catholic actually be Catholic by striving to follow
the demands of the Gospel even if, as in my case,
imperfectly.

Next week: smaller may be better.
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OUR AVERAGE STUDENT:

® Takes 6 AP Courses HOUSE

W Participates in at least one NOVEMBER 6,
sport (60%) 2016

m Artends a Top-50 University or ule 2 tour
(45%) anytime

' NORTHRIDGE

PREPARATORY SCHOOL
northridgeprep.org/admissions




Zacchaeus the Tax Collector

Zacchaeus was a rich man. His job was fo collect money, but when he
collected it, he kept a lot of the money for himself. Zacchaeus wanted
', to see Jesus, but he was a small man and with the crowd around Jesus,
he couldn't get near Him. So he ran ahead and climbed a tree to see
Him, since Jesus was coming that way. Jesus looked up into the tree
and called out, "Zacchaeus, come down immediately. T must stay at
your house today." Zacchaeus quickly got down from the tree and
welcomed Jesus to his housel!

4 % The other people nearby complained and said, "Why should Jesus go to
[ A¥ ¥ his house? Zacchaeus is a very bad person. He sins all the time!" But

, Zacchaeus repented. He loved Jesus and wanted fo show it, so he

~ promised to give away half of his money to the poor, and to repay
anyone he had cheated. Jesus had changed his heart! Jesus said this was why He had come, to seek out and save
the sinner.
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