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Walk-Wiffle-Bike: September 11, 2016 
 
Join us on Sunday, September 11, 2016 for our  
Pro-Life Challenge: Walk-Wiffle-Bike.  
 

This year’s event includes a Wiffle Ball tournament 
complete with trophies. Everyone is invited to participate 
in all the activities regardless of age or expertise. 
Participants will receive T-shirts, snacks, a picnic lunch 
and a chance to win fun prizes. 
 

This year’s event will take place at two locations: 
North: Caldwell Woods  
(Devon & Milwaukee, Chicago) 
 

South:  St. Alexander Parish  
(126th & 71st Ave, Palos Heights) 
 

For complete details, download our Pro-Life Challenge flyer and registration form. Or you can register 
online now by visiting our Fundeasy page at www.GoTWC.org 



The Reverend Know-it-all 
“What I don’t know… 
I can always make up!” 
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Dear Rev. Know it all, 
 
Why does the Catholic Church 
oppose science, and why did the 
Catholic Church torment poor 
innocent Galileo who was just staƟng 
the facts? 
 
Yours,  
Cyrus “Si” N. Tifique 
 
Dear “Si”, 
 
You are almost as mistaken as was Galileo. Allow me 
to reproduce here one of the most cogent and brief 
explanaƟons of the Galileo/VaƟcan silliness I have ever 
received. “The Big Lie is everywhere that the Church 
fears science and that she shut-up a heroic scienƟst. 
Never mind Nicolaus Copernicus’ dedicaƟon to Pope 
Paul III in his De revolu onibus orbium coeles um (On 
the RevoluƟons of the Heavenly Spheres, (1543). And 
that Copernicus's work was used in 1582 by Pope 
Gregory XIII to reform the calendar. Now, we know 
that today, everybody is an expert! As they’d say back 
in the shtetl, “A dog without teeth will also aƩack a 
bone.”  Okay, in brief: Galileo lied to the Pope. He first 
promised to not publish his work unƟl he could correct 
a few but large mathemaƟcal errors. Then he went 
ahead and published his work without emendaƟons. 
He knew that there were flaws in his theory; but he 
was sure his supposiƟon was true. He lacked evidence 
to prove that the Earth had both rotaƟon and 
translaƟon moƟons. He was able to show some flaws 
in the full geocentric model, and he did leave us a 
legacy of observaƟonal astronomy; but he did not 
prove that Earth rotates on its axis or revolves around 
the Sun; nor did he even answer the arguments 
against those posiƟons that had been well-known for 
2000 years. 
 
Pythagoreans suggested heliocentrism 2000 years 
prior to Galileo, but he offered no reason beyond 
numinous clap-trap in its defense. Aristotle had 
rebuffed the Pythagorean idea for the same reason 

that, centuries later, the Church would hold in 
abeyance Galileo’s: it lacked necessary evidence to 
support it.   
 
I hold that Galileo is remembered and celebrated by 
academic circles less for his contribuƟons to 
knowledge than for his usefulness as anƟ-Catholic 
propaganda. Consider Galileo’s higher standing in 
academia against that of Tycho Brahe, and his student 
Johannes Kepler, who far more ought to be known and 
read in schoolbooks.  
 
Galileo's own argument for heliocentrism was 
grounded in the Ɵdes:  Earth moves since water 
moves. Can one think of a more laughably inadequate 
stab at proof? For one thing, it proves liƩle and for 
another it falls apart as a theory. Galileo dismissed the 
suggesƟon that the Ɵdes' moƟon was due to the 
moon, as put forth by (Saint) Thomas Aquinas and 
Tycho's student Johannes Kepler.  
 
Consider the case of Galileo versus Galileo, and that 
the man never saw the contradicƟon. On one hand he 
considered that ocean Ɵdes might be the consequence 
the Earth's rotaƟon. He dismissed as astrology 
suggesƟons that Ɵdes were influenced by the moon. 
Yet, his theory ran counter to his beƩer arguments 
concerning why we cannot feel the rotaƟon of the 
Earth. 
 
Even if one insists against facts that there had been 
any fault of Rome’s in the Galileo—Pope Urban VIII 
controversy, the maƩer serves to point out an 
anomaly and not a paƩern. No related experience 
preceded or ensued.”  
 
So you see, the church wasn’t going to bless Galileo’s 
theory unƟl he could prove it. Why wouldn’t they take 
a leap, and why were they so hard on Galileo?  Simple: 
the world was being torn apart by religious war that 
masqueraded as religious reform. Italy and Spain were 
free from the wars of religion that ravage Germany, 
France, England and Holland. The reformers were 
governed by the principle of sola scriptura (bible 
alone). To call the common understanding of Scripture 
into quesƟon without adequate proof was inviƟng the 
chaos that was destroying northern Europe.  The 
Church told Galileo to calm down unƟl he could prove 

(Continued on page 6) 
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his theories, lest they lead to social chaos. Galileo 
stamped his feet like a two year old and said “NO! I’m 
right even though I can’t prove it. I don’t care who dies 
or lives.”  The church has always encouraged real 
science. Most recently, the discoverer of the Big Bang 
was a Catholic priest, Georges-Henri Lemaitre. The 
church has always been supporƟve of learning, but has 
resisted pseudo-sciences like the pseudo-science of 
19th century Darwinism which laid the ground work for 
Nazism and the Holocaust, or the social pseudo-
science of Marxist-Leninism which murdered and 
enslaved untold millions. Then, of course, there is the 
pseudo-science of Freudianism which has convinced 
the world that it is not to blame for the chaos of the 
present age. Or how about the latest pseudo-science 
of gender studies? How much harm will that do before 
we come to our senses? You like science? Science is an 
unmiƟgated good? Tell that to the dead and wounded 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Tell that to the ghosts of 
the Nazi Holocaust, the Nazis were very scienƟfic. 
They made a true science of genocide. Science 
unleashed without a soul is not necessarily a blessing. 
 
Yours, 
The Rev. Know it all 

(Continued from page 5) Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Chicago - Please Support Our 
Thrift Stores! 
 
Our thrift stores are a blessing to the 
community providing employment 
opportunities, volunteer and 
community service hours, and affordable clothing, 
furniture, electronics, appliances, and much more for 
those with a limited budget.   
 
Thrift store donations and proceeds support many of 
our programs and services including our Emergency 
Voucher Program—a source of hope for those who are 
unable to purchase basic necessities such as back to 
school clothing or pots and pans to prepare meals.  
 
Not sure what to donate? Here's a list of essential items: 
 

Microwaves, coffee makers, blenders, mixers, can 
openers 
Musical instruments, radios, clocks and clock radios 
Pots and pans, dishes, china, silverware 
Jewelry 
Children’s clothing 
Kitchen tables and chairs, dining tables and chairs 
Sofas, recliners, living room chairs 
Dressers and Chest of Drawers 
Back-to-school supplies and clothing  

 

Thrift Store Donations may be dropped off at: 
 

1125 S. Milwaukee Avenue, Libertyville | Mon-Sat:  
9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun: 11 a.m.-4 p.m. 
 

10525 Delta Parkway, Schiller Park | Mon-Fri:  
9a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 

To schedule a FREE furniture pick-up, call  
(773) 779-6700, ext. 1. 
    
Financial donations to offset thrift store operations and 
building maintenance costs are always needed and 
appreciated! Visit svdpchicago.org to make a secure 
online donation today.  
 
Thank you and God bless. 
 
P.S. Last year, we served more than 215,000 hours and 
traveled nearly 235,000 miles to help the needy. Please 
consider traveling with us. Call (773) 779-6700 or visit 
www.svdpchicago.org to learn how you can help your 
neighbors in need through membership, volunteerism or 
donations. 

 

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCES: BENEFITS 

Third Annual Old Irving Park Beer & 
BBQ Challenge:  

Aug. 1, 1-5 p.m. in the St. Viator 
parking lot, 3644 N. Kedvale Ave.; 18 
barbecue teams, 36 local craft brews; 

admission gets one sample of each and 
chance to vote on winners; general 

admission $55 in advance, $65 at gate; 
VIP admission (enter at noon, mingle with celebrity 

judges) $80 in advance, $90 at gate; proceeds benefit St. 
Viator parish and school; tickets available at 

www.beerbbqchallenge.com. 
 

Let’s Dance: Aug. 20, 6:30-11 p.m., St. Benedict  
High School Gym; 3941 N. Bell Ave.; $35 includes 
sandwiches, sides and soft drinks; wine and beer  

available at cash bar; register at  
Alumni.StBenedict.com/Lets-Dance/ 

call Benjamin Mazzone at 773-509-3836 or email 
BMazzone@StBenedict.com with questions. 



Parable of the rich fool 

 

And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man 
yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? 
I have no place to store my crops.' 
 
"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and 
build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I'll say 
to myself, "You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life 
easy; eat, drink and be merry."' 
 
"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be 
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?' "This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 
themselves but is not rich toward God."  

 
Luke 12:16-21 

 Help me find 
the words! 


