






Letter to Robinson K. Russo, 
continued… 
 
Alcohol. Tricky stuff.  My last 
installment was designed to 
make you slightly paranoid. 
Everybody is being watched in 
our times. The problem is that 
priests and those who aspire to 
the priesthood are interesting. The world values 
sex and money. You are entering a job field in 
which aspires to little money and NO sex. This 
intrigues and even angers people. You are 
eminently watchable. If people can catch you in an 
act of stupidity, it makes them feel so much better 
about their own stupidity. Nothing will make you 
stupider than alcohol. We were told in the old days 
that alcohol weakens the will and darkens the 
intellect, which is why we drink the stuff.  A little is 
a fine compliment to a good meal, has some 
health benefits can mellow one out after a long 
day of sweating over a hot altar. A lot will make 
you a topic of discussion at family dinner tables.  
People love it when father is one of the guys. Even 
more they love to tell everyone when he falls off 
the bar stool.   
 
Alcohol is a big deal in the priesthood. You will 
serve in communities where alcohol is THE 
problem. For a priest to drink publicly can be 
hurtful in such a community.  When I was first 
ordained, I was assigned to a poor community that 
was riven by drunkenness and drug addiction, I 
caused a lot of scandal by insisting that the 
Catholic Faith did not prohibit the moderate use of 
alcohol. Men who had a serious drinking problem 
would go home and say, “The priest said it’s 
alright to drink.”  I wonder how many wife 
beatings I am responsible for by my insistence that 
moderate drinking was not sinful. When people 
have no experience of moderate drinking you are 
a fool to pretend they do. You are a shepherd and 

a Father. Think of the sheep before you think of 
your own rights and freedom.  
 
Alcohol plays a large role in the priesthood. Wine. 
It’s part of everyday when you say Mass.  You 
need to know your relationship with alcohol very 
early on. There are tests on line to determine if 
you are an alcoholic. Don’t panic. You probably 
aren’t. Even if you have overdone it now and then, 
you are probably just young and stupid. The 
problem is not so much young and stupid. It is old 
and stupid. (Remember? The job title is “Elder.”) 
How was alcohol handled in your family? Is there a 
history of alcohol or substance abuse in the 
family?  There is a saying that “The ability to hold 
your liquor isn’t a blessing. It’s a symptom.”  
 
Alcohol is the byproduct of a sugar solution and 
yeast. Yeast is a single-celled microorganism, a 
member of the fungus kingdom.  Fungus Kingdom 
sounds like one of those games your kids play. 
When I was young we played with whatever sticks 
and bones we found at the mouth of the cave. 
Where was I? Oh yes, Alcohol. Little one celled 
fungi swim around happily in a sugar solution 
belching and excreting until they die in their own 
waste. And we then, bottle it, slap a label on it and 
drink it, commenting on its delicate bouquet and 
its certain presumptuous “je ne sais quoi.”  
 
Why some of us become addicted to yeast #@!$ 
(word deleted) is a mystery to me. The euphoria 
caused by a toxin as it kills brain cells can have its 
purpose, but when it takes away our freedom, we 
are in trouble. Christ is all about freedom. This is 
something the world doesn’t understand. They 
think we are slaves to rules and some 
overwhelming institution. It is quite the opposite. 
They are slaves to their desires and passions. They 
are told to buy this and drink that and drive a 
certain car. All this, because if they don’t have the 
proper accoutrements, they will not be appealing 
sexually, not fully human. And here we are, saying 
no thanks I’m not buying the premise.  They say 
that the purpose of life in the world is acquisition. 
“The person who dies with the most toys 
wins.” (“Toys” include the intimate “partner” 

The Reverend Know-it-all 
“What I don’t know… 
I can always make up!” 
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whom they treat as a thing, a possession.) We are 
saying that the purpose of life is sacrificial love, 
not acquisition. We are saying that the purpose 
even of intimacy is the giving of life. We hold that 
intimacy is meant to be sacrificial. In order to love, 
we must be free.  
 
In his amazing book, the “Screwtape Letters,” C.S. 
Lewis riffs off the verse from First Peter, “The devil 
goes about like a roaring lion seeking someone to 
devour.” (1P5:8)  Lewis says that God looks at 
humanity as potential sons and lovers. The devil 
looks at us as cattle, food prepared for the table, 
the stronger will devouring the weaker. Nothing 
softens one up like too much alcohol. Think of it as 
the devil’s own tenderizing marinade. Get pickled 
and you will be devoured. If you lay aside your free 
will, the Evil One will have his way with you, 
Father.  You will not be in this business very long 
until you find out that there really is a devil, and he 
is not very nice. He wants you to do something 
stupid so that you will be morally crippled and 
unable to do battle.   
 
Believe me. The priesthood really is a battle. “For 
we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against 
the cosmic powers over this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.” (Ep 6:12) The devil will want to take you 
out so that you cannot defend the sheep who look 
so tasty in his evil eyes. Resolve now to be a free 
man, able to overcome the snares of the enemy.  
 
Next week: more on alcohol, the devil, freedom 
and things I have learned from exorcists about this 
stuff. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38; Ps 29:1-
 4,  3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17 
Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-
 28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-
 9; Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday:Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-
 39 
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-
 12 
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-
 3; Jn 1:29-34 

The Collection for 
the Church in Latin 
America is an 
opportunity to 
#ShareYourFaith 
with our brothers 
and sisters in Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean.  
 

Please be generous to the collection at Mass! 
Second Collection will take place on the weekend 
of January 29th. 

REGINA DOMINICAN HIGH SCHOOL ENTRANCE 
EXAM IS SATURDAY, JANUARY 14.  
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS - Regina Dominican High School’s 
entrance exam for the Class of 2021 will be on Saturday, 
January 14 at 8 a.m. The entrance exam at Regina 
Dominican is the HSPT (High School Placement Test). All 
Chicago-area Catholic high schools host the entrance 
exam on the date mentioned above. 
  
All students should arrive by 7:45 a.m. Enter through the 
Student Entrance. Two #2 pencils and $25 cash or check 
made payable to Regina Dominican are required for the 
exam. You cannot use a calculator on the mathematics 
section.  
  
Only students who test at Regina Dominican on the 
testing date receive Regina Dominican merit scholarships. 
Additionally, students who test at Regina Dominican on 
the entrance exam date receive financial aid and course 
selection preference. 
  
Regina Dominican is located at 701 Locust Rd Wilmette. 
For more information, contact Pattie Fuentes, director of 
admissions, at 847-256-7660 ext. 223 
or pfuentes@rdhs.org.  

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” Offer your spouse the 
treasures of each other by participating in a WorldWide 
Marriage Encounter weekend on February 17-19, 2017, 

April 7-9, 2017 or June 9-11, 2017, all at Elk Grove 
Village, IL.  Early registration is highly 

recommended.  For reservations/information, call Jim & 
Kris at 630-577-0778 or contact us through  

http://wwme-chicagoland.org . 



Black Tie Formal 
Holiday Inn North Shore in Skokie, IL 

Saturday, February 11, 2017 
6pm to 10 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Jack, Craps, Roulette and Poker 
Butler passed hors d’oeuvres  

and cocktails for purchase 

Live Music, Dancing and much more... 
 $60/ person or $100/ couple 
(child care is included in the ticket price,  

located at Trainor Hall) 

Come gamble for Jesus at this Black Tie Event! Youth Church presents the St Lamberts Casino Royale! There will be 
ten tables of casino gaming and all proceeds are donated to St. Lambert as we are playing for donations. 
 
The Youth Church staff will be providing child care for potty trained and older children from 5:30 pm  
to 10:30 pm in Trainor Hall. 
 
We wanted to celebrate another amazing year of Youth Church by opening this event to the entire parish.  
All are welcome! We need everyone’s support to make this memorable night a huge success so please come and 
have a great time with parishioners! 
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Gifts for Jesus from wise men 
Matthew 2:11 
 
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented 
him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 
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